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If you asked someone who was planning to sell their house in the near future if they were going to stage it, they would probably look at you blankly, having no idea what you meant.

Home staging is a relatively new phenomena in Australia with only small pockets of the country even aware of the concept of staging their home for sale. Although it has been a successful industry in the US, Canada and UK for over 30 years to the point where most homeowner don’t sell their house unless it has been staged by a professional, it is still relatively unknown here in Australia.

Home staging or ‘staging’ as it is generally referred, is growing in popularity here as a new way to increase the marketability of a home for sale. It is important that a buyer can see themselves living in the property and by showcasing it in a way that appeals to the buyer they are more likely to get that warm, fuzzy feeling that makes them say ‘I can see myself living here’.

Home staging is sometimes called ‘property styling’ in Australia but it is so much more than styling, bringing in rental furniture and giving the place a clean and declutter. It is about looking at a home with buyer’s eyes and using buyer psychology to maximise the potential. Professional home stagers, like those with CSP™ (Certified Staging Professional) accreditation, are trained specifically to know how to do this successfully.

In these uncertain times with the property market nervous, and buyers becoming scarce, it is important to make a property stand out from the rest. For example, if there are 3 houses for sale in the same street of similar size and price range, what makes one stand out over the other? Generally it’s the one that makes the buyer feel most at home and that is the one that will sell the fastest. Staging creates that “ahhhhh’ factor.

Australia has been through a boom time in property for many years where almost any property has sold quickly and often above the asking price. Today’s market means that those houses that are less desirable will sit on the market for longer and may be forced to drop their asking price while continuing to make mortgage payments. 

With a limited number of home stagers available, especially in regional areas, and more demand for their services becoming obvious, there is huge potential for this industry to grow dramatically in the short to medium term. 

For more information on home staging training go to www.acsp.com.au.

